
After using our Swiffer Wet Jet to clean the floors of the clinic, one client informed me of 
an email she had received regarding the Swiffer and the fact that it was linked to the 
death of many animals.  I did some research on the matter and found the following 
statement by the ASPCA Poison Control Center.  I hope this clears up any rumors 
regarding the safety of this product.   
 

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center Responds to Swiffer Wet Jet 
Rumor 
Friday, May 7, 2004  

VETERINARY TOXICOLOGISTS REGARD ALLEGATIONS OF LIVER FAILURE AND DEATH FROM 
HOUSEHOLD CLEANER AS UNFOUNDED. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

(Urbana, IL) May 6, 2004 -- Veterinary toxicologists at the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center 
have reviewed the claim described in a widely distributed email alleging a relationship between the 
use of Swiffer Wet Jet and liver failure in a dog. The email alleges that exposure to the ingredients 
in Swiffer Wet Jet caused a dog's death. 

The Swiffer Wet Jet system contains water (90-100%), propylene glycol n-propyl ether or propylene 
glycol n-butyl ether and isopropyl alcohol (1-4%). These ingredients are safe to use around pets 
when used according to label directions and would not cause liver damage at product 
concentrations. Propylene glycol n-butyl/propyl ether differs significantly from ethylene glycol, the 
potentially toxic ingredient present in most antifreeze products. Ethylene glycol is frequently 
implicated in causing renal failure in dogs following antifreeze ingestion. Propylene glycol n-propyl 
ether and propylene glycol n-butyl ether are very safe ingredients at levels used in cleaning 
products and do not cause kidney or liver failure. 

The ASPCA will continue to monitor this situation and will post any additional information as it 
becomes available. Please call 1-888-426-4435 if you have any questions or have a pet that you 
suspect is experiencing problems, or visit us at http://www.apcc.aspca.org/. 

 


